


Darius Kazemi delivered the 2015
Conference Talk of the Year, awarded by
web-based net magazine (creativebloq.
com). His talk, “Tiny Subversions”
(viewable on YouTube), is described as a
parody of every inspirational talk ever
given. Darius delivers a motivational
pitch (and a PowerPoint presentation
full of helpful tips) to inspire listeners
to go out there and win a lottery.

Wes Salomon earned his PhD in
biochemistry from UMass Medical
School in Worcester. He defended his
thesis, “Single-Molecule Imaging Reveals
that Argonaute Re-shapes the Properties
of Its Nucleic Acid Guide,” in December
and published his work in the journal
Cell in July 2015. Prior to obtaining his
doctorate, Wes worked in Worcester at
CytRx and RXi Pharmaceuticals. He has
now left Worcester for Cambridge,
where he is a scientist at the start-up
company Intellia Therapeutics, working
on cutting-edge genome editing
technologies.

2006 B

Zan Hecht shares, “On Oct. 25, 2015,
I married Allison Rosania, whom I
had been dating since just before I
graduated WPIL. My wedding party
included my WPI buddies Russ
Grossman ’07 and John Temple ’07.

Eileen Kelly married Bill Egan in May
2015, at Leicester Country Club. They
recently settled into a new home in
‘Worcester.

2007

Sam Feller (aka The Awkward Engineer)
announces that his Analog Voltmeter
Clock is now shipping, and an alarm
clock version is in development. Check
out Sam’s latest designs and Kickstarter
updates at awkwardengineer.com.

Linsley Kelly writes, “I defended my
thesis, ‘Aptamer Directed Delivery via
Cell Surface Receptors,” on Dec. 11, and
received my PhD in biomedical sciences.
I'm planning a backpacking trip to New

reunion year }

Zealand before starting a postdoc in
the spring.”

2008

Genevieve Desaulniers writes, “I was
reading my WPI Journal and noticed
only one classmate (Stacie Gutowski)
had written in. I was lucky enough to
see her walk when she received her PhD
from George Tech. I had a pretty big
2015 myself, so I thought I'd write in.

I was married to Justin Kandler on Oct.
17, in Atlanta. Keeley Stevens ’07 was
a bridesmaid, and Sean Donovan ’06,
Nick McKinnon ’07, and Michelle
Dubuke ’09 also attended. Currently

I am working in Kennesaw, Ga., as a
pediatric nurse practitioner. I recently
changed jobs to help start a new private
practice. Justin is a microbiologist and
ORISE Fellow at the CDC.”

2009

Matthew Bigman shares, “I married the
love of my life, Kathleen Maile Baker, on
July 25, 2015. I will be starting a new job
with VI-ARC in 2016. Enjoying the WPI
presence in the D.C. area.”

Christina (Molinski) and Rafael
Jaimes welcomed a son, Rafael Jaimes
1V, on Oct. 8, 2015. They moved back
to Boston for the birth, after Rafael
completed his PhD at George
Washington University.

20113

Drew Silvia and Andi Reis *12 were
married on June 20, 2015, in Westerly,
R.I. They enjoyed an adventurous
honeymoon in Australia and New
Zealand. Drew currently works for
Pratt & Whitney in West Palm Beach,
Fla., and Andi is finishing her master’s
thesis in sea turtle research at Florida
Atlantic University.

2017

Nick Gardiner writes, “Thanks, WPI!
The prestige and functionality of my

degree provided me with opportunities

and insight I wouldn’t have had
otherwise. Now I lead a team of
engineers in the effort to build the
most survivable and off-road capable
trucks in the world!”

Dana (Buckley) Lenoir shares, “This

year has been very busy! I am still living
in Michigan and working as a safety and
crashworthiness engineer at Toyota, and
volunteering at a therapeutic horseback
riding facility. Justin and I were married
on Labor Day weekend, with many WPI

alumni in attendance. We recently
bought a house just north of Ann
Arbor and are in the midst of a
complete remodel!”

John Wilder finished a two-year
contract with Sikorsky Aircraft in
October. “I've been keeping busy doing
work related to my position on the
Alpha Chi Rho National Council,”

he writes.

Jozsef Patvarczki (PhD CS) is part
of the team at LogMeln that recently
introduced Caret, a social app that tells
people if you're available to chat.

[cLASSnOles ]

2013

Chelsea Cook shares, “I recently got
engaged, and my fiancé and I are both

WPI graduates. When we were dating in

college, we always laughed about how
one day we would be listed in the
back of WPI Journal. And now we’re
engaged, so why not share our news
here. Duje Jelaska and I graduated
together. Our wedding is planned for
Sept. 2, 2016 —almost exactly seven
years from the day we first met at WPI
in our freshman year!”

Heather Roark Parker is 3L at Syracuse

University College of Law, slated to
graduate this spring. She holds
positions as faculty student assistant
and senior research associate in the
Technology Commercialization
Research Center. She recently passed

the U.S. Patent Bar and is now registered

to represent clients before the U.S.
Patent Office.

“Justin and I
were married
on Labor Day
weekend.”

— Dana (Buckley) Lenoir ’12

2014

Paul Bender writes, “After graduating
from WPI, I spent a summer at Alden

Research Labs in Holden, Mass. I'm now
in my second year of graduate school at
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, and should

complete my master’s degree in civil
engineering in May of 2016.”

submit your class notes to CLASSNOTES@WPIL.EDU
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CARLTON “SPIKE”
STAPLES ’58 (Ms M),

who taught mechanical engineer-
ing at WPI for 38 years, died Sept.
12,2015, at age 91. He is survived
by his wife, Dottie, and three of
four children from his previous
marriage. His oldest son, Russ, was
killed by a drunken driver in 1986.
He also leaves eight stepchildren,
as well as 11 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren in the
combined family.

In addition to his academic career,
Staples was an active consultant to
industry, undertaking machine
design and analysis for many
companies. His original cam and
non-circular gear design resulted
in vastly greater machine speeds
without vibration.

At WPI, he chaired the Gover-
nance Committee and served on
academic advisory committees.
He was recognized for his creative
teaching with the 1979 Board of
Trustees’ Award for Outstanding
Teaching. He was also elected to
Who’s Who in Mechanical
Engineering, as well as to Pi Tau
Sigma honor society, and Sigma Pi
national scientific honor society.

After his retirement from WPI
in 1986, he continued to do
consulting work and became
involved in product liability and
design safety analysis testifying
in cases involving product safety.
An active sportsman, he coached
lacrosse and enjoyed skiing, sailing,
and playing tennis with Dottie.

DOUGLAS G. NOILES 44,
arenowned inventor best known
for his work in perfecting artificial
hip and knee joints, died Jan. 25,
2016. Through the years, he and his
wife, Edna (Truitt) enabled WPI to
expand its reach and its campus
with gifts that funded the creation
of programs and the construction
of buildings.

Noiles was retired as vice
president of technology and
executive vice president of research
and development of Joint Medical
Products Corporation, a company
he cofounded in 1982. In 1995 he
and his colleagues sold the firm to
Johnson & Johnson. His revolution-
ary design for a total knee replace-
ment prosthetic utilized his
mechanical engineering skills to
replicate the motions of the natural
joint to allow for natural rotation.

Longtime champions of pre-
college STEM education, Edna and
Doug Noiles provided the lead gift
to establish the Office of K-12
Outreach at WPI in 2009. Today;,
their gift funds programming and a
full-time directorship position for
WPI's STEM Education Center. The

couple also gave generous gifts for
the construction of the Rubin
Campus Center and made a
significant commitment toward the
planned construction of the Robert
A. Foisie ‘56 Innovation Studio.
Noiles was honored with the
Robert H. Goddard Award for
Outstanding Professional Achieve-
ment in 1994 and received an
honorary doctorate from WPl in
1999. He was a member of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon fraternity and the
President’s Advisory Council. In
addition to his wife, he is survived
by their four childred, 12 grandchil-
dren, and one great-grandchild.

HARRISON BROWN ’39 EE

LEONARD HERSHOFF 43 EE, Alpha Epsilon Pi
FRANCIS SANTOM ’43 CE

FRANCIS JOHNSON ’45 ME, Phi Kappa Theta
ROBERT RUTLAND '46 ME

ROBERT TAYLOR ’46 ME, Phi Kappa Theta
RICHARD HORNE '48 ME, Phi Gamma Delta
ARNE KELLSTROM '48 EE, Sigma Alpha Epsilon

RONALD MOLTENBREY '48 CHE, MS CHE,
Alpha Tau Omega

LAWRENCE BRAUTIGAM '49 ME, Sigma Alpha Epsilon
RICHARD AMIDON ’50, ME, Sigma Alpha Epsilon
JOHN SEGUIN '51 ME, Phi Sigma Kappa

ROBERT HASNERL '53 ME, Lambda Chi Alpha
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PAUL JALBERT '53 ME, Phi Kappa Theta

RICHARD BYRNES ’'54 CHE, MS CHE,
Alpha Tau Omega

KINGMAN WEBSTER ‘54 PH, D.Sc. (Hon.) '04,

Sigma Alpha Epsilon
ARTHUR RUDMAN '55 ME, Sigma Phi Epsilon

DONALD BEHRINGER ’56 EE, MS ME,
Lambda Chi Alpha

JOHN (JACK) DERBY '56 CHE, Lambda Chi Alpha
DONALD ILLINGWORTH ’'58 CHE, Phi Sigma Kappa

ANDREW SZYPULA '58 ME, Phi Kappa Theta
JOHN BUCKLEY '61 PH, Phi Gamma Delta
NICHOLAS CAPUTO '61 ME

ALFRED IRELAN '61 ME, Phi Sigma Kappa

NORMAN FINEBERG '63 ME, Alpha Epsilon Pi
ALLAN LOW '65 CHE, Sigma Phi Epsilon
ROBERT GRANGER '75 CHE

NORMAN LAFRENAIS '78 (SIM)

JOSEPH ORLANDO '78 MS MG

FRANCIS WALSH 80 CHE

KENNETH PLOUFFE '81 (SIM)

PHILLIP FORRISTER '83 (SIM)

WILLIAM RYAN '83 MGE, Phi Kappa Theta
AWADH PANDEY '87 (MBA)

IAKOVOS IAKOVOU ’'88 ME

DAVID SAURIOL '89 CHE, Zeta Psi
MICHAEL MEMBRINO '92 CHE

LISA NORKUS '02 HUA
ERIC HART '03 CE, Sigma Pi

The WPI Community also notes the
passing of DAVID ALCORN, former
head electrician; ROGER CARNEY,
retired professor of military science;
and trustee emeritus WALTER BANK
‘46, ‘50 (MS EE), Phi Kappa Theta.
Bank, a retired vice president for
DCS Corp., served as Alumni
Association president from 1973 to
1975; he received the Herbert F.
Taylor Award for Distinguished
Service in 1981.



TRUE TO PLAN

"This is a wonderful and
compelling history of WPI—
peaks, valleys, deep realities,
disappointments—all of it.
So much that I didn’t know!”

Jack Gabarro '61,
trustee emeritus

“This is a fascinating story
with a happy ending.”

Joel Greene ‘69,
former president,
WPI Alumni
Association

A New History of Worcester Polytechnic Institute

How did the WPI Plan come
to be? How did WPI build a
robust research enterprise?
How did a regional technical
institute become one of

the world’s most innovative
universities? Those and
many other stories are told
in True to Plan, a history
of the last 50 years at WPI.

Published in celebration of
WPI’s 150th anniversary, this
248-page hardbound, lavishly
illustrated book is full of the
voices and faces that have
distinguished WPI over the
past half-century.

Buy a copy for yourself or
for that special WPI person
in your life.

AVAILABLE AT THE WPI
BOOKSTORE AND AT
wpi.edu/+truetoplan



THERE'S STILL TIME TO MEET THE CHALLENGE!

MAKE INNOVATE

what you can a difference the future

Look forward with us. If we raise $9 million together,
The Alden Trust will give another $3 million.

There’s still time to make your gift—and make
The Foisie Innovation Studio a vibrant center
for collaborative learning and transformative projects.

Every gift makes an

wpi.alumnifund.me



